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the extraordinary resources which fortune had
put in his power.
He accordingly bid defiance to the Porte and
all their orders, until he was bought over to
their friendship by promises and presents. After
a turbulent career of a few ye^rs only, he fell a
victim at last to the treachery of his supposed
friends, and was succeeded by Suliman, the pre-
sent Pasha, whose reign has been as tranquil and
favourable to his subjects as those which preceded
it were stormy, destructive, and unhappy*
The very essence of the Turkish system of
politics is calculated, however, to make rebels of
men otherwise disposed to be faithful, especially
in cases of inheritance. Let the case of Ismael
Pasha be fairly stated, and it will be evident
that he had no alternative between repelling by
force the authority of the Porte, and laying his
head passively on the block.
Treasures had fallen into his hands, which,
however great, could never equal the exag-
gerated expectations that were formed of them;
so that though he might in reality give all, he
would certainly be required still to give more,
and in the end be put to torture to reveal
hoards existing only in the ardent imagination
of his rapacious masters.